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BLOOMFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR MEETING 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015, 7:00 PM 
Bloomfield Board of Education 
1133 Blue Hills Avenue 
Board Room 
 
Attendance:  D. Harris, Chair  Present 
  M. R. Walters, Vice Chair Present 
  L. Mara, Secretary  Present 
  R. Ike    Present 
  H. Frydman   Present 
  M. Williams   Absent 
  Q. Johnson   Present 
 
Also Present:  J. Thompson, Superintendent of Schools 
  W. Guzman, Chief Operations Officer 
  B. Silver, Accountability, Performance & Assessment Officer 
  S. McCann, Director of School Improvement and Intervention 
  W. Joslyn, Interim Human Resource Specialist 
  E. Pierce, District Grant Specialist 
  S. Simpson, Director of Strategic Communication and Planning 
  D. Moleti, Principal, Bloomfield High School 
  S. Loveland, Principal, Global Experience Magnet School  
   
 

1. Establishment of a Quorum and Call to Order 
D. Harris determined a quorum was present and the Bloomfield Board of Education 
Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 All rose to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
3. Opening Statement 

L. Mara, Secretary, welcomed all attendees. The purpose and process of the Board of 
Education meeting was stated.   
 

4. Consent Agenda 
A. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting – September 1, 2015  

A motion was made by M. Walters and seconded by R. Ike for the Bloomfield Board 
of Education to approve the minutes from the September 1, 2015 regular board 
meeting, as presented. 
   
The motion was passed unanimously. 
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5. Presentations 
A. Special Recognition 

Mr. Harris recognized Lesley Mara who will be stepping down from the Board of 
Education at the end of her term.  He extended his gratitude for her contributions and 
service.  As a token of appreciation, the board bestowed a gift.  Ms. Mara stated that 
due to a conflict with her current position, she is unable to serve on a ballot. She 
thanked the parents, faculty and community and noted that you often do not find 
such engaged board members who are there to support the children.  She thanked her 
fellow board members for their leadership, friendship, support and the gift.  
 

B. CT State Conference NAACP bestows the Daisy Bates Education Advancement 
and Cultural Competency Award 
Mr. Harris stated that on September 17, 2015, the CT Conference of the NAACP 
recognized the Bloomfield Board of Education with the Daisy Bated Education 
Advancement Cultural Competency award.  The CT Conference NAACP was 
sponsoring an educational conference at First Cathedral focusing on teacher diversity 
and recruitment.  
 

C. Student Representative Report – Global Experience Magnet School 
Mr. Harris welcomed the student representative from Global Experience Magnet 
School. The student stated that GEMS is off to a good start.  Students will be 
participating in benchmark assessment, the PSAT and SAT.  This year they get to 
take the exam free of charge. Administrators are meeting with individual students to 
gauge their progress. There were 30 fathers and mentors in attendance at the Million 
Father March on September 15, 2015. GEMS Spirit day is coming up and the clubs 
are starting.  There are new programs at GEMS, soccer for middle school students, a 
culinary club, National Honor Society and Student Council. 

 
6. Public/PTO Comment 

No comment. 
 

7. Superintendent’s Report 
A. Introduction of the Principal of Bloomfield High School 

Mr. William Joslyn introduced the next principal of Bloomfield High School, who 
was unanimously voted on by the committee, Mr. Dan Moleti. Mr. Moleti stated he 
was privileged to work for Bloomfield Public Schools and has enjoyed serving the 
town and students.  He will continue to work hard and his goal is the success of the 
students. 
 

B. Hartford Foundation for Public Giving Grant for Extended Learning Initiative 
Dr. Thompson noted that Bloomfield Public Schools will receive nearly $400,000 
from Hartford Foundation to support the district’s extended learning initiative. He 
added that extended learning opportunities have been a key driver in Bloomfield 
Public Schools' efforts to improve student performance and significantly reduce the 
academic achievement gap. The support from the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving will enable our district to work in partnership with Bloomfield families and 
community organizations to enhance our enrichment programs. Over the next five  
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years, we plan to develop and implement extended day programs to all students in our 
district. The first year of the plan, supported by the grant, is limited to Laurel and 
Metacomet -- and is dedicated to partnership and infrastructure development. 
 
Further Dr. Thompson noted that this program in unique from others across the 
country and they are very excited as this has been a work in progress over the last two 
years.  He commended the work of staff, parents and our community partners.  
 

C. Financial Report – September 2015 
Mr. William Guzman reported on the financials for September 2015.  He distributed 
the one-page and six-page financial reports. Approxiamtely12% of the budget has not 
been expended or encumbered. The business department is in the process of 
reconciling the general budget and grant monies.  Further the district is awaiting 
award letters for Title I, Title II and Section 1003a.  Mr. Guzman mentioned that 
relative to the tuition account, the business office has not received invoices from 
CREC and other agencies. He reminded the board that the district is still in the early 
stages of the fiscal year and is relative to the management of the general budget.   
 
L. Mara inquired about the deficit in the salary lines 1220/1230 on the six page 
report.  Mr. Guzman noted that these are still being worked out through grant 
reconciliations.  
 
D. Harris inquired why we have not sent our invoices for magnet school tuitions and 
Mr. Guzman stated that they are waiting to complete attendance and residency 
verifications.   
 

8. Old Business 
There is no old business to report.  
 

9. New Business 
A. Summer School Programs 2015 

Ms. Stacey McCann and Dr. Bethany Silver presented a power point on the extended 
learning outcomes. The purpose of the presentation is to review the attendance and 
achievement outcomes for the summer programs and to provided highlights from 
each program.  
 
1. Early Start Program 
Dr. Silver shared data for students entering grade 1 – 4.  The graph shows that 
average attendance rates, the average scores and percentage of change for both math 
and Language Arts.  There was demonstrated growth in all content areas; however the 
percentage of change was very uneven.  Students in grade 1 grew 2% in Language 
Arts and students in grade 2 grew 17%.  This was not a concern however because 
students in grade 1 averaged 100% score and the assessments were teacher created. 
The students were also engaged in non-fiction which is an important part of Common 
Core.  
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For students entering grade 5 and 6, there was significant growth demonstrated in 
grade 5 Language Arts and in both math and Language Arts for grade 6.  The next 
step is to strengthen the vertical alignment between grades 4 and 5 teachers.  
 
The next slide showed data for students entering grades 7 and 8.  Students 
demonstrated significant gains in grade 7 Language Arts and in both math and 
Language Arts for grade 8. The implications are to increase enrollment and prepare 
more 8th grade students for advanced placement courses. The next steps will be to 
examine the alignment of math to Common Core and strengthen the vertical 
alignment using teachers at CAIS and CAMS. 
 
2. Bloomfield High School Summer Academy 
Ms. Stacey McCann shared the highlights from the Bloomfield High School Summer 
Academy.  The chart on slide 7 shows the gains for math, Language Arts and science 
for students entering grades 9-11.  We saw across three grade levels, math gains. The 
data show significant gains were made in science; however the Language Arts scores 
are uneven. Next steps are continuing to focus on numeracy and literacy across all 
content areas and to build teacher leadership capacity.  
 
3. GEMS Summer Camp 
GEMS Summer Camp served students entering grades 7-10. The data shows steady 
increases in both math and Language Arts across all four grades.  Four of the five 
teachers were teachers from Global Experience Magnet School and they used 
intervention software as part of their curriculum. GEMS will once again apply for the 
Magnet Summer School Grant for 2016 and look at virtual summer school to reach 
more students.  
 
The additional 20 days of instruction has proven successful over the last four years. 
The program has been modeled after a typical school day. 
 

B. New Academic Targets for 2016-2018 
Dr. Bethany Silver presented the Smarter Balanced Achievement Targets in Literacy 
and Math for 2016-2018.  These results are considered a baseline year.  
 
The State removed Bloomfield High School from turnaround status and the results 
from the Smarter Balanced English Language Arts assessment shows Bloomfield 
High school outperformed the state average. This helped to shape the expectations of 
the district. 
 
The District Achievement Targets are outlined in slides 5 and 6.  The dark green bar 
shows baseline data and the subsequent bars shows the years of targeted growth.  The 
aspired goal is for 80% of students performing at grade level, in three years.  The 
math targets are more aggressive to reach 80% but the district believes these are 
possible to achieve. 
 
 
 

Page 4 of 7 
APPROVED 

 



     Bloomfield Public Schools | Raising the Bar is Taking us Far 
 

C. Review and Approval of the Family Resource Center Grant 
Ms. Stacey McCann is seeking the approval of the Board of Education for the Family 
Resource Center Grant.  The Family Resource Grant is valued at $109,000.  The 
purpose of the Family Resource Center is to support and promote healthy 
development of families and school readiness. The Family Resource Center provides 
a variety of resources to the students and town of Bloomfield. 
 
A motion was made by M. Walters and seconded by R. Ike for the Bloomfield Board 
of Education to approve the Family Resource Grant, as presented.   
 
The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

D. Approval of General Improvements to Alliance Districts’ School Buildings 
Grant Program Application 
A law was enacted that established this grant.  The General Improvements grant 
provides funds to help maintain or repair school buildings in the Alliance Districts.  
The intent of the program is to fund projects that would not otherwise qualify under 
the school construction grant.  

These projects have already been presented to the Finance Committee.  The six 
projects listed under the application are:  

 1. Parking lot repairs at the Board of Education 
 2. Exterior door replacement at the Board of Education 
 3. Window replacement at the Board of Education 
 4. Score board replacement at the athletic field at Bloomfield High School 
 5. Additional storage sheds at Bloomfield High School 
 6. Football/Soccer field restrooms at Bloomfield High School 
 
The above projects have been discussed in depth at the last committee meeting on 
September 29, 2015.   

 
A motion was made by M. Walters and seconded by R. Ike for the Bloomfield Board 
of Education to approve the six projects as listed in the General Improvement to 
Alliance Districts’ School Buildings Grant application.  
 
The motion was passed unanimously. 

  
E. Acceptance of School Construction Projects as Complete 

Mr. William Guzman presented to the Board of Education five school construction 
projects that will need to be recognized as complete.  The changes orders and final 
accounting has been completed for all of the projects.  
 
A motion was made by M. Walters and seconded by H. Frydman for the Bloomfield 
Board of Education to accept of the following school construction projects as 
complete:  
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• 011-0077 - Bloomfield High School Building 
• 011-0080 - Bloomfield High School Roof 
• 011-0075 – Carmen Arace School Building 
• 011-0078 – Metacomet Elementary School Building 
• 011-0076 – Laurel Elementary School Building  

 
The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Ike commented that the members of the building committee should be recognized 
for their voluntary services. Mr. Harris noted that every school has plaques.  
 

F. Policies for Initial Reading 
Mr. William Guzman and Dr. Bethany Silver presented to the board for a first reading 
the six policies located in their packets.  These policies have already been vetted with 
the Policy Committee on September 29, 2015.   
 
Further, Mr. Guzman noted that the question regarding the nondiscrimination of 
political affiliation was reviewed with the board attorney.  The attorney noted that 
there are other areas that may be included that is protected by the 1st amendment.  
Therefore, under advisement of the attorney the language has been added “or any 
other basis prohibited by law” to the Non-discrimination Certified/Non-Certified 
Board Policy 4118.11 and 4218.11.  
 

G. Review and Approval of Re-Codification – Policy Number Changes and Legal 
References 
Mr. Guzman further noted that in the packet provided, tab 2 and 3 provides a copy of 
policies that require recodification (changes to the systematic arrangement of 
policies) and legal reference updates as recommended by the CABE audit conducted 
in the 2014-2015 school year. Ms. Mara noted that these are technical changes and 
there are no substantive changes to these policies.  
 
A motion was made by M. Walters and seconded by R. Ike for the Bloomfield Board 
of Education to approve the recodification of policies and updated legal references, 
located in Attachment 1 and Attachment 2. 
 
The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Attachment 1 and 2 will accompany the meeting minutes. 
 

10. CABE Updates 
Mr. Donald Harris, Jr. was a presenter at the Connecticut Association of Boards of 
Education workshop “So You Want to Become a Board Member”. The CABE/CAPSS 
Convention will be held November 19-21, 2015.  Bloomfield will also be presenting a 
workshop at the convention.  
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11. Board Comments 
R. Ike stated that it was a pleasure working with Ms. Mara and her insightfulness will be 
missed.  He also noted that a great deal of work for the board is done at the committee 
meetings and encouraged the public to attend as these are open to the public.  
 
H. Frydman congratulated Mr. Dan Moleti on his appointment. He thanked Ms. McCann 
and Dr. Silver for showcasing the great things that happen in the district. He also 
recognized Ms. Mara for being a mentor, friend and wonderful contributor to the board.  
 
Q. Johnson thanked Ms. Mara for her leadership and service. He wished the community a 
safe Halloween and mentioned the town Boo Bash Event on October 23, 2015.  
 
L. Mara thanked the parents and community of Bloomfield for the opportunity to serve.  
 
M. Walters noted that what stood out about tonight’s presentations were the 20 additional 
days of school and what a difference that opportunity can make for students.  Bloomfield 
High School being removed from turnaround status is something to be very proud of.  He 
also stated that Ms. Mara will be missed.  
 
D. Harris commented that he attended the Million Father March on September 15, 2015 
at Carmen Arace Middle School.  More than 100 fathers and mentors participated.  He 
noted the calendar that was included in the board packet and gave a reminder that all 
meeting dates are listed in the calendar. November 3, 2015 is Election Day and 
encouraged the community to vote.  Mr. Harris gave Ms. Mara a farewell.  
 

12. Adjournment 
At 8:01 p.m. a motion to adjourn was made by R. Ike and seconded by M. Walters.   
 
The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
J. Thompson, Ed. D., Superintendent 
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